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Abstract

Cholangiocarcinoma (CC) is an uncommon tu-
mor that may arise anywhere from the biliary
epithelium. Chinese CC patients account for more
than 55% of CC cases in the world. Complete
tumor resection has been recognized as the most
effective therapy for CC. Unfortunately, only
10% of the patients are considered candidates for
surgical resection. Long-term survival remains
poor in these patients, and the5-year survival rate
is about 5%. Median survival of patients with
the tumor unresectable is only a few months.
Although standard systemic chemotherapy ap-
proaches are emerging, the prognosis remains
poor. Molecularly targeted therapies are a new
treatment for advanced CC. The results of recent
clinical trials of targeted therapies for CC appear
promising. This article will review the molecular
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basis for targeted therapies for CC and evaluate
recent clinical trials on targeted agents.
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